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Letter from Under-Secretary-General 

 
            Esteemed guests and honorable delegates, 
 
            It is our pleasure to welcome you all to the first annual session of Kemal Atatürk 
Anatolian High School Model United Nations Conference 2010. First of all, I would like to 
thank all our academic team especially our secretary general Şevval Şahin and our deputy 
secretary general Hakan Kurt for their efforts and labors. As Under-Secretary-General, my 
expectation from the delegates is who seek rational and precise solutions, attach importance 
to teamwork and make the right decisions in the right conditions. In this three day, I sincerely 
believe that You will bring the necessary solutions to our two ongoing problems. 
 
            Finally, we are honored to see You in our committee. 
 
            Arafat Asilkan 
            Under Secretary General of United Nations Security Council 

 

 

HISTORY OF THE COMMITTEE: 

 
               The Security Council was constructed as an organ with primary responsibility for 
preserving peace. Unlike the General Assembly, it was given power to enforce measures 
and was organized as a compact executive organ. Unlike the assembly, the Security Council 
in theory functions continuously at the seat of the United Nations. 
 
               The Security Council, United Nations' principal crisis-management body, is 
empowered to impose binding obligations on the 193 UN member states to maintain peace. 
The council’s five permanent and ten elected members meet regularly to assess threats to 
international security, addressing issues that include civil wars, natural disasters, arms 
control, and terrorism. Structurally, the body remains largely unchanged since its founding in 
1945, stirring debate among many members about its efficacy and authority as a mediator on 
matters of international security. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MAİN AGENDA 

The Seizure of British Oil Tanker In The Hormuz Strait  
 

The main topics that need to be resolved: 
 

i. Maintain the peace by preventing the rising tension on the Gulf 
region between US and Iran because of the attacks on Aramco. 

 

ii. Providing safe passages of trade ships especially petroleum 
tankers on Hormuz Strait. 
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 Definition of key terms: 

 

 The Strait of Hormuz: Is a strait between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of 
Oman. It provides the only sea passage from the Persian Gulf to the open 
ocean and is one of the world's most strategically important choke points.On 
the north coast lies Iran, and on the south coast the United Arab Emirates and 
Musandam, an exclave of Oman. 

 

 Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps: Is a branch of the Iranian Armed 
Forces, founded after the Iranian Revolution on 22 April 1979 by order of 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini Whereas the Iranian Army defends Iranian 
borders and maintains internal order, according to the Iranian constitution, the 
Revolutionary Guard is intended to protect the country's Islamic republic 
political system. 

 

1- Introduction: 
 
               Last year in july, Iran seized a British tanker in the Strait of Hormuz for alleged 
marine violations and allowed a second one to proceed after issuing a warning. Iraq's 
Ministry of Oil denied on Sunday accusations that the tanker was smuggling fuel. 
 

 
 
               Tensions have risen between Iran and the West since last year when the United 
States pulled out of an international agreement which curbed the Islamic Republic's nuclear 
program in return for an easing of economic sanctions on Iran.Then Iran seized a British 
tanker in the Strait of Hormuz for alleged marine violations. It allowed a second one to 
proceed after issuing a warning. Describing the seizure of the Stena Impero in the Strait of 
Hormuz as illegal, Britain has rejected the idea that it could release the Iranian tanker in 
exchange for the British-flagged vessel seized by the IRGC. After several attacks in May and 
June on oil tankers - blamed by Washington on Tehran, which denied responsibility - Trump 



has been trying to forge a military coalition to secure Gulf waters, though European allies 
have been loath to join for fear of provoking open conflict.  
 
               European parties to the deal - Britain, France and Germany - have instead 
appealed for diplomatic moves to defuse the crisis and have been trying to salvage the pact 
by exploring ways to shield Iran's economy from U.S. sanctions.  
 

2- Recognizing the issue: 
 
               The seizing of the British tanker marked perhaps the most significant escalation 
since tensions between Iran and the West began rising in May. At that time, the US 
announced it was dispatching an aircraft carrier and additional troops to the Middle East, 
citing unspecified threats posed by Iran. 
 
               The ongoing showdown has caused jitters around the globe, with each manoeuvre 
bringing fear that any misunderstanding or misstep by either side could lead to war. Strait at 
the mouth of the Persian Gulf is a shipping channel for one-fifth of all global crude exports.  
Stena Impero, was taken to an Iranian port because it was not complying with “international 
maritime laws and regulations,” Iran’s Revolutionary Guard declared. British Foreign 
Secretary Jeremy Hunt initially said two ships were seized in the Strait of Hormuz, the 
second sailing under a Liberian flag. The owner of that tanker later said the ship was briefly 
boarded by armed guards before being allowed to go. Iran’s semi-official Fars news agency 
tweeted the vessel had left Iran’s territorial waters. 
 

3- History of the topic: 
 
               On July 4, 2019, British forces detained an Iranian oil tanker in Gibraltar. On July 
19, commando forces of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) had seized an 
empty British-flagged oil tanker, the Stena Impero, which was en route from the UAE port of 
Fujairah to Saudi Arabia. Iranian spokesmen from across the Iranian political spectrum 
expressed pride in the seizure of the vessel and praised the IRGC for its anti-British 
operation. 
 
               Following these tanker incidents, Iranian spokesmen are reiterating the position that 
the regime has maintained for years: that the Persian Gulf is Iranian sovereign territory, that 
Iran is responsible for the Strait of Hormuz, and that IRGC forces are carrying out legitimate 
and legal policing activity in them, to ensure shipping security and to protect Iran's borders. 
The pragmatic daily Ebtekar, which supports the government of Iranian President Hassan 
Rohani, further emphasized that the Strait of Hormuz is Iranian sovereign territory. This view 
was demonstrated on December 4, 2019, when the USS Abraham Lincoln was escorted out 
of the Persian Gulf by speedboats belonging to Iran's IRGC. The incident was reported by 
the "Instakhabari" Instagram account, which appears to be affiliated with the IRGC, on 
December 8, and two days later the report was picked up by the IRGC-affiliated Iranian news 
agency Mashregh.  
 
               Iranian regime officials have provided various reasons for the detention of the 
British tanker: violating Persian Gulf shipping regulations by entering via the exit lane, 
colliding with a fishing vessel, and turning off its navigation systems. All are derived from the 
regime's position that IRGC forces are carrying out legitimate and legal policing in the Gulf, 
since it is Iranian sovereign territory and/or under Iranian responsibility. It should be noted 



that along with stressing this principled position, senior regime spokesmen also emphasize 
their right to retaliation and reprisal operations in order to deter the West from "piracy" 
directed against Iran. Senior Iranian Officials Threaten Britain With Retaliation For Its Seizure 
Of Iranian Tanker, Warn Europe Its Security Is At Risk If It Won't Meet Its JCPOA 
Obligations. 
 

4- Current situation: 
 
               Tensions in the region have been escalating since Trump withdrew the US last year 
from Iran’s 2015 nuclear deal with world powers and imposed sweeping economic sanctions 
on Iran, including its oil exports. The sanctions have hit the Iranian economy hard. The other 
partners in the nuclear deal - Germany, France, Britain, and the European Union - want to 
maintain the deal, but have not been able to address Iranian demands without violating the 
sanctions. Iran has begun breaching some of the restrictions on its activities outlined in the 
agreement to put pressure on them to find a solution. 
 
               The US, meanwhile, has asked Mideast allies like Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates in past weeks to contribute financially and militarily to a Trump administration 
proposal called the Sentinel Program - a coalition of nations working with the US to preserve 
maritime security in the Persian Gulf and keep eyes on Iran. Officials said the US is sending 
several hundred troops as well as aircraft and air defense missiles to Saudi Arabia to counter 
Iran. The move has been in the works for many weeks and is not a response to seizure by 
Iran of a British tanker.The arrangement was announced by the Saudi government, which 
said it was meant to “enhance security” in the region. 
 

 
 
               Maritime security in the Strait of Hormuz has deteriorated in recent weeks after six 
attacks on oil tankers that the US has blamed on Iran - an allegation the Islamic Republic 
denies. There was also a brief, but tense standoff between the British navy and Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard vessels recently. The British navy said it warned three Guard vessels 
away after they tried to impede the passage of a commercial British tanker that the navy was 
escorting. Iranian officials announced last month that 17 people who were allegedly spies 



working for the CIA had been captured, with some sentenced to death. The U.S. government 
never acknowledges CIA recruitment abroad but President Donald Trump blasted the 
reported arrests on Twitter as "totally false". Senior U.S. officials said that U.S. Marines 
jammed an Iranian drone in the Gulf of Hormuz, bringing it down and destroying it. 

5- The importance of The Strait of Hormuz: 
               When Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps seized a British-flagged ship in the 
Strait of Hormuz on July 20, it further escalated geopolitical standoff and underlined the 
crucial importance of this passageway to the Persian Gulf. Iran’s move came after the British 
Navy seized an Iranian ship near Gibraltar, on the grounds it may have been violating an 
embargo on oil sales to Syria. 
 
               The naval tit-for-tat is a result of a broader deterioration of relations between the 
United States and the United Kingdom on one side, and Iran on the other. In a recent Twitter 
post, Iran’s foreign minister suggested the UK’s seizure of the Iranian ship was done at the 
behest of the US, and stated that Iran doesn’t seek confrontation – but will "protect our 
waters". The Strait of Hormuz is a logical flashpoint for this geo-economic gamesmanship, 
due to its location and strategic value for so much of the world. 

 

 

 
 
               The hook-shaped waterway between Iran and Oman flows from the Persian Gulf to 
the Gulf of Oman – and beyond that to the Indian Ocean – and is considered the world’s 
most important oil transit chokepoint. The 20.3 million barrels of oil per day shipped through 
the strait during 2017 accounted for nearly a third of global maritime oil trade that year, and 
volumes in 2018 accounted for more than a fifth of global consumption, according to the US 



Energy Information Administration. Also in 2018, 1.4 million barrels per day specifically 
transited through the strait on their way to the US, in addition to more than a quarter of all 
global trade in liquefied natural gas. 
 

 
 
               A single container ship and its cargo making its way through the strait can easily be 
worth well in excess of $100 million worth of cargo. There aren’t many alternatives. Just two 
pipelines circumvent the strait; the Habshan-Fujairah pipeline in the United Arab Emirates 
can transmit about 1.5 million barrels per day, while Saudi Arabia’s Petroline pipeline can 
transmit up to 5 million barrels per day. That leaves the bulk of the oil produced in the region 
to pass through a waterway where merchant shipping is in theory is protected by Part III of 
the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. However, while Iran has signed this treaty, it has 
not ratified it. 

6- Protecting the Strait of Hormuz: 
               A significant proportion of the global economy depends on the free flow of maritime 
traffic. The ships that navigate the waters of Arabian Gulf through the Strait of Hormuz carry 
one-third of the world’s petrochemical and energy needs — an essential artery that keeps oil 
pumping around the planet, powering industry, energy and global trade. The free movement 
of those ships is vital.Simply put, the maritime trade in our regional waters cannot be 
interrupted. Those vessels are the lifeblood of commerce, trade and energy, and anyone who 
interferes in their safe passage or impedes their activities is a saboteur of the interests of all 
who depend on their cargoes. Yet sabotage and piracy now have reared their head, all 
thanks to the activities of the regime in Iran. 
 
                
               The UAE fully endorses world efforts to safeguard security in the Gulf, protecting 
ships and ensuring that the right of safe transit and free navigational passage is ensured and 
protected. That is a principle that cannot be undermined nor threatened by the actions of the 
regime in Tehran.The safeguarding of passageways and ships across this region is vital to 
our shared interests. Navigational security through the Strait of Hormuz will be guaranteed by 
the international community, and the UAE stands firmly behind those efforts. 
 

7- Questions need to be addressed: 
 How can the strait and its surroundings be secured? 
 Which agreements should be made to prevent possible violations? 



 The relations between UK and IRAN, will continue to remain in agenda? 
 How sanctions Security Council should be brought against Iran's decisions? 
 What measures should be taken against a possible new crisis? 

8- Conclusion: 
                Mr Rouhani said that the damage to Saudi oil facilities had been exaggerated by 
the US deliberately to expand its presence in the region. “The damages that can be repaired 
in two weeks, they say could take longer than one month,” Mr Rouhani said before leaving 
Tehran. “It is clear the US seeks other goals in this region.” 
 
               The UK detained the Grace 1 — since renamed Adrian Darya 1 — because it was 
suspected to be shipping Iranian crude to Syria in violation of EU sanctions. Gibraltar has 
since released the Iranian ship, whose fate is unknown. Iran said it had seized the Stena 
Impero because it had failed to observe international maritime rules and regulations. 
However, every decision and action seems to be growing the crisis. 
 


